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Present Perfect Continuous

Form: has / has been + verb -ing

Affirmative Interrogative

Negative

| have been working.
You have been working.
He has been working.
She has been working.
It has been working.
We have been working.
You have been working.

Has he been worki

Have | been working?
Have you been working?

Has she been working?
Has it been working?

Have we been working?
Have you been working? | You have not been working. | _
They have been working. | Have they been working?| They have not been working'.’_ -

| have not been working.
She has not been working.
ng? |You have not been working.
He has not been working. s
It has not been working.
We have not been working.

Short form

Negative-Interrogative

Short form

I've been working ...

Haven’t you been working? ...

| haven’t been working ...

\ @J);

all afternoon.

He has been playing
_ football with his friends

' John has been working
= since 10 o’clock this
— morning.

1. Fill in the present perfect continuous
of the verbs in brackets.

1 The children ..have. been. studying.... (study)
since breakfast.
2 WE oo (think) of
buying a house since last year.
B s (you/feel) ill for
a long time?
B GRS eeeeeeeveeeeereraeeenees e sreneese e (try) to fix
the motorbike since Tuesday.
B HE vt snenenens (play) football with
his friends all afternoon.
B THEY voveeeirieereecemranneneseeneene (watch) a comedy
film for over an hour.
T ANNEE eeeeeeereeereeeereste s sreen e esenes (do) her
homework since 10 o’clock th is morning. :
8 HOW I0NG <.rvoverereerererceremesnnenssssnsees (helwork) :
as a doctor? :
L2 3 IO (do) more exercise
for two hours.
. [ TR (not eat)
chocolate or sweets.
11 JANE oo (cook) dinner
since this morning.
12 SHE oot (work) in
her since 7 o’clock.
13 You're late! We ......coveereeicneciieeeecseneneas (wait)

at the station for an hour.

14 SOMY. | oo (help) my sister

with her homework.

@Rewrite the sentences in the correct order.
1 living / you / long? / Have / been / here
Have.you been. living here.long?. ...

2 has / My / been / here / since / working / 2003. /
teacher

7 has / been / She / learning / six / Spanish / for /
months.

9 waiting / for / been / o’clock. / you / since [six/1/
have
10 the / phone / for / been / talking / on / an / hour
/ Julia / has

. .. .
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Present Perfect Continuous is used:

e for actions which started in the past and

continue up to the present.
=~ 3

@ He has been making a
cake since 11 o’clock.
(He’s still making a cake.)

o for past actions of certain duration which
have visible results or effects, in the present.
Bob is very tired. He has been working all
day long.

¢ to express irritation, anger, annoyance,
explanation or criticism.
Who has been reading my business
papers? (showing anger)

e to put emphasis on duration, usually with
for, since or how long.
I've been typing letters since 9 o’clock.

' Note: With the verbs live, feel and work we can use either Present Perfect or Present
Perfect Continuous with no difference in meaning.
I've been living in London for a year. or I've lived in London for a year.

Non-continuous verbs are not used in Present Perfect Continuous (know, believ
see, like, love, taste, understand, want, etc.)
I've known her since 2002. (NOT: I've-beerknowing her since 2002.)

Present Perfect is used:

o for actions recently completed.

He has made a cake.
(The cake is in his hand,
so the action has finished.)

ﬂ“

o for actions which happened at an unstated
time.
James has bought a new car.

e to express personal experiences or
changes which have happened.
I've lost a lot of weight.

e put emphasis on number.
I've only typed three letters since 9 o’clock. P,

Time adverbs used with Present
Perfect Continuous:

Time adverbs and expressions used with Present
Perfect:

for, since, how long

just, ever, never, always, already, yet, for, since, so far, how
long, recently, today, this week / month / year, once, etc.

(3. Put the verbs in brackets into the
present perfect or the present perfect
\__continuous. i

A: My back hurts.
B: That's because you *.\ave been working

(work) all day.

A: I know. Butatleast | 2..........ccooovvooeeoo,
(finish) with the gardening.

A: You look tired. What %........oo.ooovooooeoooo

(you/do)?

B4 e, {play) tennis
with Evita.

A Ohyes. 15 e, (see) her

play before. She's good, isn’t she?

~ B:Yes, sheis. She ..o (beat) :

me five times since the beginning of summer.

: \__continuous. J

4. Put the verbs in brackets into the
present perfect or the present perfect

1 Don't walk in there! | ... have just cleaned

(just/clean) the floor.

2 Jane’s hungry. She ........ccoovovoeeooeeeeoe .
(not/eat) since breakfast.

S He IS tired. HE ...
(study) for four hours.

4 1 don't want to see that film again. I .....................
................................. (already/see) it twice.

SSaNAY c.veeeeeeeeee, (teach)
English for ten years.

6 Bruno ..., (not/do)
the washing-up yet.

THE oo, (work) ali morning.

8TheY w1, (play) in the

garden for two hours.
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5, Comblete the sentences by putting the @Jomplete the sentences using the )
- | verbs in brackets into the present perfect | : words below.

‘or the present perfect continuous. B o dig -have @ make o read e tidy e use
' e wash e watch e work

e recently completed action e unstated time
e anger or annoyance e emphasis on duration
e personal experience e visible-resuits

visible results

Mother: Why are there dirty plates and glasses in
the living room?

Linda : Because Peter .1as.been. having. a party.

Mother: And why are all the toys in Jenny’s

bedroom on the floor?

Linda :Because she ..o,

(you/.read) my e (_plant) trees her cupboards.
e-mails again? since morning. :
- : Mother: And why is Clare soaking wet?
Linda :She .....coooeiviciee e her dolls in
the bath?

Mother: And why is this carpet dirty?
Linda : Because the dog ....cccccccevriiiiinniicinnineennn,

in the garden.

She ............................... Mother: And Why iS the television On?
(try) skiing. (buy) a pet dog.

INUOUS

Linda : Because Peter’s friends .......ccoonnieeiicinnnnnn.

- . .
c (6. Put the verbs in brackets into thﬁ : | S — a video.
o present perfect continuous. . Mother: And why are you covered in flour?
1 I'm sorry. | didn’t get your message because .
0 ......................................................... (I/not/work) Linda : BECAUSE | .ooovcoovrisissrrrnrnrieic e
‘5 in my own office today. : some cakes.
2 e (the : ] .
% neighboursimake) a lot of noise again today? Mother: And why are all these magazines on the
o ;2O (welwatch) floor?
T this programme for hours. ~ b Linda 1 Daddy . them.
o 8 B oo (read) this : o |
b book for months, but | haven't finished it yet. : Mother: Jack! Why is this place in such a mess?
:. 5 .................................................... (Wendy"earn) Jack :1 don’t knOW, dear. | oo
@:- French at school for three years. :
6 (youllisten)to i e the computer in the study.
me carefully? R R all

7 HOW IONG oot (you/do) :

that puzzle? day and now | need some help to tidy up!

. agn 3? N
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8. Complete the sentences using the 10. Make sentences using the present

present perfect continuous and perfect continuous and complete
since or for. the dialogues.
1 S.he st.artejd her course a month ago and she is AR Iongj / 'yc'Ju / study physics e Who / you /
still doing it. ' :  talk to @ Where / you / sleep e What/ you/ eat
She. has. been doing her. course for.a month. : | eyoutwerkihard e you / follow / the elections

start ¢ How long / you / learn French e Where /
you / shop e Why / you /run e What/ you / read
e you / wait / long e How long / you / try / to win

2 | started reading this novel last weekend and I'm :
still reading it.

.............................................................................. the !Ottery
.............................................................................. . o hard?

3 It started raining at three o'clock and it is st 1 A: Have.you. been. working. hard?.........e.....
raining. i B: Yes, I've done all my work.

4 He started playing chess when he was ten and 2 A et
he still plays it. :  B: Forsix years. | can speak it fluently.

5 | started working at eight o’clock and I'm still B A s
working. B: | got up late, and | missed my bus.

6 Helen started looking for another job two months O TR

ago and she’s still looking.
g 9 B: Chocolate. Would you like some?

7 We arrived here two hours ago and we're still B A s
waiting. :
B: In the living room. The bedroom was too cold.

L) :
- 9. Put the verbs in brackets into the B A e
g E;er?:(;tcpoenriienc:sasthe present : B For four years. I'm at Aberdeen University.
_E 1 Please, hurry up! You ....have. been talking.....
i) (talk) on the phone for over an hour. N 4 - OO
c 2 M IEd! | o : , ,
(@) (work) hard all day: i B: No, I've only been here about ten minutes.
o B 2O (you/post) :
d the letter yet? : .
_ 3
&) 4 Tony and NICK ......cceeereeeiereeierereeeeeeeenes (take) :
d’ karate lessons since April. : B: A book about America. It's fascinating.
t D e (you/see) :
D my glasses? | can’t find them anywhere.
m B 1 o (not/go) O A e e
b 7t° the gym for over a month. :  B:AtHarrods. | bought a new watch.
om WHhO oo (use) my
laptop without asking me? :
3 RO T o NE [ - R
any fish yet. :
9 How long : B: Yes, sometimes one party is ahead and
(the kids/watch) TV? : sometimes another.

www.ingilizcécin.com


www.ingilizcecin.com

